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LEST WE FORGET
From Ruthven to Passchendaele
By Natalie Campbell, Education Coordinator

Approximately a year ago Studio Babette Puppet
Theatre performed their play Young Sophia, The Dundurn Castle Story in our Coach House. After seeing
the play and the phenomenal detail of the puppets,
Marilynn asked: Why don’t we have them create one
about Ruthven?
One of the key time periods (from a school program point of view) that we focus on at Ruthven is
the WWI time period. So Studio Babette was asked
if they would be interested in producing a play on
Ruthven around the WWI era, provided that a grant
could be secured to support their production.
They were thrilled! A Veterans Affairs grant was
secured to assist in the production…and so it began.
Studio Babette spent a year researching (visiting museums, talking to historians, going through
our digitized documents), writing the script, crafting puppets, and rehearsing their original play. The
result was amazing! Kerry, Helena, and Marie, of
Studio Babette have put their heart and soul into the
production and brought the Thompson family and
their World War I story to life.
The premier performance on Friday November

“The show was so beautifully presented and made me cry in
parts....all very moving.” - Barbara Bartram

Major Andrew Thompson in the trenches of Passchendaele.
9, was very well attended and resulted in a standing ovation and tears of joy. The public perfomance
on November 11, 2012 was staged in front of a full
house. Visitors were touched by the beautiful story,
and the craftsmanship of the puppets. This original play has been offered as part of a curriculum
based school program for two weeks this November.
Studio Babette will return again next year to offer
the play as a public event and for curriculum based
school programs.
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President’s Message

By Betsy Smith
President, The Lower Grand River Land Trust
The Annual General Meeting for the Land Trust
was held in the lower east service wing on October
3. We were reminded of the old days (without Coach
House) of the smaller quarters that were used for
meetings, workshops and presentations. Presently,
the popularity of the Coach House for rentals and
community use has bumped our booking; however,
we were pleased to provide a venue for a local community group, the Haldimand Stewardship Council.
Two new Directors were elected to the board:
Philip Kuckyt and James Potter. It is refreshing to see
the younger generation step up to the plate and join
the Land Trust board. Greg Potter, although off the
board, has thankfully agreed to continue his role as
Treasurer. We are fortunate to have members remain
on the board to provide continuity, knowledge and
organizational memory. Thanks to the board for their
continued commitment and support given to Ruthven Park. The list of board members for 2012-2013 is
listed on page 14.
The speaker for the evening
was Jim Hill,Superintendent of
Heritage for the Niagara Parks
Commission. He manages five
staffed locations: Laura Secord House, MacFarland House,
MacKenzie Printery, Old Fort
Erie and Table Rock - so you
can see with the Bicentennial of
the War of 1812 this year he is a
very busy person. Jim provided AGM Speaker, Jim
an informative overview entitled
Hill
Battles of Niagara 1812: War in your
backyard. This covered the campaigns, battles, the skirmishes and their effect on Niagara. We heard about
expectations of an officer and the duties of a adjutant.
The interest have being David Thompson’s role in
the Niagara Campaign. Undoubtedly his administrative and logistical rank as adjutant prepared him
for the skills required for the job as contractor during
the building of the first Welland Canal. We ended the
evening quite appropriately - with Hewitt’s 1812 ice
cream.
I proudly attended the Grand River Conservation
Authority (GRCA) 2012 Watershed Awards. Ruthven’s bander-in-charge Rick Ludkin was the recipient
of 1 of 6 awards given to those who “demonstrate outstanding examples of conservation and environmental work.” Rick certainly is a well deserving recipient.
www.ruthvenpark.ca

On a similar note (and to support the award mentioned above), I recently received a letter from Peter
Harris, founder of A ROCHA from Cambridge, UK.
The organization, Christians in Conservation, visited
the banding station at Ruthven on October 19th. Peter
writes, “I personally have been involved in bird banding
schemes across Europe, Africa, and the Middle East for
almost 30 years and have handled over 100,000 birds. Even
so, it has been extremely rare in my experience to experience anything comparable to the educated welcome I and
my companions received when we visited the Ruthven valley lab. It was a truly exemplary experience and I wanted
to congratulate you on the excellent work being done there.
Rick Ludkin, the master bird bander, has created a remarkably calm and warm atmosphere for visitors - almost unique
in my experience of visiting many bird banding operations
around the world.” Compliments couldn’t get any better than that!
In closing, I cannont believe 2012 will soon be
over. On behalf of the Land Trust board and staff I
would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Joe Farwell (CAO-GRCA) and Jane Mitchell (Chair
GRCA) present Rick Ludkin with his Watershed Award.

Studio Babette puppeteers and President Betsy Smith with
the Thompson family on the opening night of From
Ruthven to Passechendaele
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Bits & Pieces



By Marilynn Havelka, CAO

While on the topic of WWI...an enthusiastic group
of three dropped by Ruthven November 13th. WWI
Re-enactors Tim Gillies and David Webb from the
Great Canadian War Society. Tim is also assisting
the Bruce County Museum with their Great War
displays and recently organized a meeting for representatives of museums interested in programming
for the upcoming centenary of WWI. Now called
the Great War Centenary Committee, the group is
currently “on hold” pending word from potential
government funders. David, formerly of Parks Canada, more specifically Fort George is an expert on
military history and artifacts. The third was Zenon
Androsyszyn, and his attendance was the purpose
of the visit. Zenon wanted to see our MacAdam
Shovel - it is probably the only one in North America from WWI that exists today. His project is Canadigm - The Canadian Historic Documentation &
Imaging Group. Zenon says “the group is currently
undertaking the task of documenting the carvings
and signatures left 33 feet underground in a cave by
our WWI Canadian soldiers and created during the
weeks prior to the battle of Vimy Ridge. Many of the
soldiers were subsequently killed within months of
the battle, while some survived the war. We are trying to capture their personal stories , photographs
where possible and find links to family members
and create a permanent archive for future generations. For Canadigm, the shovel is of interest as we
would like to recreate it in a smaller format. The
miniaturized version will be part of a keychain. A
short story card is planned to accompany it with a
mention that the original can be found at your estate.
This is just one small part in our fundraising efforts.
All proceeds will go towards costs incurred in documenting these images.” For Ruthven, the site will be
acknowledged and promoted!

The Annual Cars in the Park event, was held on a
beautiful Thanksgiving afternoon - it’s an easy day
for us as the vintage car owners are the main attraction. All we have to do is provide the panoramic
view, coffee and donuts and tours of the mansion.
Over 200 car owners registered for the day and we
thank them for their support. This year two lively
performances were provided by country singer Tia
McGraff and the Radical Road Band. Thanks to
event organizers Betsy Smith and Janet de Vos and
volunteers Gail Collins, Thelma Skalinsky, Mary
Mary and Ken Martindale and family for making
the day possible.
•
Dr. Marty Wood enthusiastically agreed to represent Ruthven by laying the wreath for the Thompson family at the annual Remembrance Day ceremony at the Cayuga Cenotaph. The gesture was
most appreciated as Marty has been researching
Colonel Andrew Thompson, who along with his
sons were overseas during WWI.

The MacAdam Shield Shovel, designed and
patented by Sam Hughes, the Canadian
Minister for the Department of Militia and
Defence (1913), was an item of the Canadian infantry during the First World War.
It was a shovel and shield thus the hole to
fire through.The performance of the shovel
for both its intended purpose was useless.
An order was issued to reduce the shovels to
scrap. Perhaps Col. Andrew Thompson kept
his and just brought it home for his collec-

Jim and Dr. Marty Wood at the Cayuga Court
House Cenotaph on November 11th
www.ruthvenpark.ca
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Appreciation for Our Members
By Rob Gerrie
Director, The Lower Grand River Land Trust

Donna Armstrong and Ward Glenney jumped at the
opportunity to release birds after they were banded.
their support was beneficial to the site.
The event ended with scones and tea in the Coach
House followed by highlights from the afternoon.
Comments received from those in attendance were
very positive so we are planning our next Membership Appreciation Event for November 3, 2013 - mark
your calendars!

Bander-in-Charge, Rick Ludkin explains the process
of banding birds to members with volunteer banders
Carol Jones (seated) and Nancy Furber
One of the outcomes of
our survey for members
was to organize a Member Appreciation Event.
This idea would provide
the opportunity to thank
members for their support
and to provide them with
an in depth background
on how Ruthven works.
Four areas were identified
to profile: the Bird Banding Lab; Indiana Cemetery; the 1840’s Greek
revival mansion and our
education program.

President Betsy Smith
leads the tour of Indiana Cemetery.

Marilynn Havelka provided a behind-the-scenes tour of
the 1840’s Greek Revival Mansion.

Fifteen members
pre-registered and we
were pleased when
twenty four attended.
This event took place
on the afternoon of
Sunday, October 21st
at 1 pm with opening
remarks from Land
Trust President Betsy
Members Malcolm and
Smith. In her introCarolyn Archibald with ductory remarks Betsy
bander Nancy Furber
reminded members why
www.ruthvenpark.ca

Membership Chair, Rob Gerrie serving warm
scones just out of the oven.
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A Grand Setting for a Wedding
By Caitlin Cannon, Operations Coordinator
Ruthven Park has become a very popular wedding
venue in the past few years. Each year has booked up
quicker then the year before. In 2010, new pricing
packages were introduced to market the site as a one
stop wedding venue, and most of our weddings now
book the package. This makes pricing and booking
logistics much more efficient for all parties involved.
Our busiest time for weddings are traditionally
April to October but now with booking being made a
year in advance. In 2011, between April and October
20 couples were married at Ruthven and 24 couples
in 2012. To date 21 couples are eagerly waiting to be
married in 2013 and we are still booking.
A trend I’ve been noticing with our wedding couples is that almost 80% are from out of the Haldimand
County area but are looking for local wedding professionals to fulfil their wedding needs.
Most inquiries I receive from couples are about
local caterers, rental companies, decorators, etc.,
so last year I thought bringing local businesses to
Ruthven for A Grand Bridal Show, would be beneficial
to our couples and to local business. Our first show
was held November 19, it was a small intimate show
and a huge success. Due to its popularity, another

The Coach House at Ruthven offers the perfect ambiance
for this intimate bridal show and for weddings.
tography, Jenelle’s Hair Design/Arbonne, Shelly’s
Catering, Tupperware, Silpada, Just 4 U Hair Design/
Scentsy, 6Na Limousine Services, and Bridal Boutique.
Again feedback from brides and exhibitors has
been very positive. One bride summed up her attendance saying, “this show feels like it was personally put
on for me to come and see the local businesses.” The show
really allows exhibitors and brides the opportunity
to talk on a one to one basis.
With all the great feedback and very busy wedding season coming up in 2013 a spring show is
being planned for April.

Brides were arriving fifteen minutes before the
shows start time of 10am.
one was held this year on October 13. This show
was expanded with a tent generously provided by
Ancaster Rental Center. Nineteen exhibitors ranging
from a limousine service to bridal boutique participated. Unique Design Florists, Visions in White, Side
by Side Video Productions, Crafty Cakes, Ancaster
Rental Centre, Total Sound DJ Service, Blooming
Designs Florists and Gifts, Primerica, Niche Catering, All Seasons Weddings, Christine’s Creative Phowww.ruthvenpark.ca

The tent provided by Ancaster Rental Centre enabled space
to be maximized for exhibitors. Pictured is Kristi Evans
from Just 4 U Hair Design showcasing her products.
5

Tel: 905.772.0560

The Importance of Wild Spaces
By Rick Ludkin, Bander -in-Charge
Most people are just familiar with the “developed” part of Ruthven – the manicured lawns and
the Mansion. But Ruthven’s 1500 acres is made
up of a lot more: ~900 acres of forest and 500 plus
acres of agricultural fields. Sandwiched between
these lawns, agricultural fields and forests are small
groupings of “scrub” – second-growth trees and
shrubs. It is into this habitat that we have cut our
net lanes for the banding program. Migrating birds
seem to really like the dense-packed shrubbery for
feeding and protection during their travels.
But there is another habitat that is in short supply and Ruthven and throughout North America
– old fields or meadows. In these days of intense,
“industrialized” farming, which uses the wideapplication of herbicides to reduce “weeds”, there is
very little of this habitat left.
At Ruthven we have set aside a few acres of
unused fields and have tried to maintain it as
meadow – the “Butterfly Meadow”. We were interested to see what use might be made of it during
this Fall bird migration. To monitor the bird species going through it, we set up a “chain” of 5 mist
nets that cut right across the middle of it running
from east to west. Stewardship Co-ordinator, Sandy
Turner, has done a marvellous job keeping the
emerging Black Walnuts at bay and reintroducing
native wildflowers along with volunteers Mary and
Norm Pomfret....so it really is a meadow of wildflowers (and the fact that it gets so many butterflies
makes it truly a Butterfly Meadow).
But during this Fall migration it was also a Bird
Meadow. We opened the chain toward the end of
September when the ground-feeding birds (sparrows, etc) were starting to move through the area
on their way south. We caught over 500 birds in the
“meadow nets”, 319 of which had not been previously banded. This total was made up of 35 different
species. It was interesting to note that early in the
season these were “early morning” nets: we caught
most of the birds on the 1st or 2nd net round. I think
this is due to the fact that small birds migrate during
the night and when they’ve finished flying for the
night they come down and many of them at Ruthven
burrow into the meadow for shelter and safety. With
the rising sun they awake and start to move toward
foraging areas....and get caught.
Later in the season though we saw very big
flocks of goldfinches and juncos and pine siskins and American tree sparrows foraging in the
www.ruthvenpark.ca

Meadow throughout the day – eating the seeds on
the goldenrod heads. While watching them it began
to make sense, the fact that we get such large numbers of goldfinches in the Fall (this season we banded
a whopping 1,316).
The meadow area consists of about 5-6 acres of
land. But how important it is to the birds in the area –
both migrants and residents, for food and for protection. As this type of habitat dwindles, little pockets
like Ruthven’s Butterfly Meadow will become even
more important to sustaining bird numbers and
diversity.

A Monarch on New England Aster in the Butterfly
Meadow.

Some of the native species you can find in the Butterfly
Meadow; Black Eyed Susan, Virginia Mountain Mint and
Wild Bergamot.
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My Journey at Ruthven
By Marie - Pier Laplante, Bishops University, Quebec
which were always exciting, especially in early
spring, when most birds were migrating in greater
number. I liked absolutely everything about banding.
I banded my first bird- a stunning palm warbler- and
just knew that it was far from being the last one.
Everyone I worked with at Ruthven is filled with
such contagious enthusiasm about birds and their
world. They are people having a great desire to share
what they know with you- eager novice. People filled
with inspiring humility and passion.
It is with some of these people that I was fortunate enough to share an exhausting and immensely
satisfying 15-hour-birdathon across a beautiful
Ontario countryside. We recorded 141 species and
thanks to the dream-team, I had a good look at over
twenty birds that I had never seen before. What a
day! Apart from my first sightings of a number of
gorgeous-looking male warblers, highlights of the
day were a female Northern Goshawk fending for
her nest and a pair of sandhill cranes flying over a
marsh in a beautiful dusky light. I do not need to
tell you that when I went to bed late that night, (and
many other nights) my dreams were filled with vivid
feathered images.
To keep up with refining my eyes and ears after
Ruthven, I gathered data for the breeding bird atlas
of Quebec throughout the summer. One day, as I
walked by the shores of my favorite lake near my
hometown, I found a pair of yellow-bellied sapsucker
feeding its demanding nestlings, well-installed in
a birch tree cavity. I stood there, contemplating the
scene. I left quietly, and as I walked back to the road,
I knew that I had found my calling. I knew that I had
just embarked on a journey of avian discoveries that
would last a lifetime.

I have explored my native region with a completely new perspective on the natural world; a previously unnoticed myriad of avian resonances and
movements has redefined for me the actual richness
and diversity of the woods and marshes by which I
grew up. The hundreds of times I have walked here
on that exact same path as a kid, I wondered was
that a pee-wee whistling? Were swallows nesting?
Was a common yellowthroat wichidi-ing? Were the
Northern harriers making such graceful acrobatics overhead? The month spent at Ruthven (spring
2012) opened up my horizons. This short yet greatly
fulfilling Ontarian journey prompted me to develop
my sense of observation, acting as a gateway to the
fantastic world of birding.
From the first day, I already knew that Ruthven
was the perfect place for me to have landed. Nancy
Furber took me on a census walk on a fabulous April
morning. The air was crisp and frost was all over
the long grasses. The sun’s dim rays cut through
the leafless trees and a group of common merganser
flew over the Grand River. The last curve of the path
along the Grand led us to take a red-tailed hawk
by surprise. The bird took off a few meters away
from us, letting go its distinctine hoarse and sharp
call ‘’kee-eeeee-arr’’ once overhead. Awestruck, I
dropped a few tears of a joyous mix of emotions.
Above all, I think I was deeply moved by this scene
offered to me as a welcome at Ruthven. Many more
natural spectacles were to come within the next
month.
Every morning, I woke up at dawn to learn how
to band birds. Although I would be lying if I said
it was always easy, I would not have traded that
schedule for anything in the world. Rick Ludkin,
Bander -in-Charge, picked me up each morning and
upon arrival to the station, we each opened our share
of mist nets. What a beautiful part of the day. While
I opened nets by myself, with bird songs in surround
sound, deer tracks underneath mine and a fox passing by, I felt such a wonderful quietude.
Before the first net check, we had a half hour during which we got to sit down and watch for migrating loons, listen to what was around, have breakfast
and drink tea (It is also during this moment that Rick
starts wondering about who is coming to join us to
volunteer and whether or not that person will bring
over baked goods... Faye’s buns ? Carol’s cookies ?
Joanne’s muffins ?). Then came the first net rounds,
www.ruthvenpark.ca

Marie-Pier with a pair of Blackpoll Warblers
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Repairs will leave Barn Swallows high and dry
By Sandra Turner, Stewardship Coordinator
A year and a half ago, Ruthven Park’s historic
barn was damaged in a sever spring storm, the same
event that toppled several trees and the gazebo (since
repaired) near the Mansion. The storm’s strong winds
removed a significant portion of the barn’s roof and
scattered metal and planks throughout the barn yard,
leaving a large area of the building open to the elements.

Inscribed block on the
north west side of the
barn.

structure is supported by original hand hewn beams
and logs fastened by wooden pegs and mortise and
tenon joinery.
As well as being interesting from a historic perspective, and home to an active Barn Swallow colony,
the barn has been the site of two Species at Risk projects. The first is led by Nancy Furber and involves
the banding and monitoring of the Barn Swallow
colony to determine nesting and fledging success.
The second project involves the installation and
monitoring of Barn Owl nesting boxes. The boxes
were established in hopes of attracting a pair of the
endangered owls, which have nested previously on
the west side of the Grand River north of Ruthven.

Ruthven’s barn in the aftermath of the storm.

Over time, rain
and snow saturated
areas exposed to
wood inside the barn,
including the large
log beams supporting
the barn’s upper floor.
Aside from structural
issues, an unfortunate side effect of the
wet beams has been a A barn swallow nest attached
negative impact on the to a dry beam in Ruthven’s
Barn Swallow colony barn. Three nestlings peek
nesting in the lower sleepily over the edge. Photos
by Nancy Furber.
barn. As their name
implies, barn swallows
build their nests out of mud and vegetation attached
to rough wooden beams and rafters in old farm buildings. Since the storm the swallows have abandoned
existing nest locations and no longer attempt to build
in the wet area. This change has resulted in a drop in
the number of nesting birds in the colony. The loss is
significant considering that, like many birds that feed
on flying insects, barn swallows are in decline and
have recently been listed federally and provincially as
threatened species.
For those not familiar with the barn, it is located
south of the Gate House on the east side of Haldimand Hwy #54. Built in 1858, it pre-dates confederation by nine years. Although rebuilt in 1911, and
definitely not beautiful on the outside, the interior
www.ruthvenpark.ca

Original barn beams
assembled through post
and beam construction
techniques.

Nancy Furber measuring and banding a Barn
Swallow nestling. Photos by James Furber.

Barn owl box installed on the interior of the barn by Bob
Donald with only a ledge appearing on the exterior of
the barn and the earlier barn owl box located lower right.

To support the barn swallow colony, potential
habitat for barn owls and a variety of other species as
8
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well as for historic conservation, efforts were made
to find funding to repair the barn roof. Coincidently,
the Ontario Ministry of Transportation had to complete work on the Cayuga Hwy #3 bridge in 2012
and was required to create alternate nesting habitat
to compensate for disturbance of swallow nesting
habitat during bridge construction. After consultation with planner John Small from the Ministry and
obtaining a number of approvals, Ruthven had found
a signification portion of the funding to repair the
roof.
In preparation
for barn repairs and
to enable access by a
large lift, debris and
scrap iron from the
old farming operation
were cleared from
the site. Wet hay and
Scrap metal being pulled out of
straw that posed a
the barn and gathered up from
potential fire hazard
the barn yard for recycling.
in the upper barn
were also removed.
The ramp up to the
Barn’s upper door
was repaired and the
ground levelled at the
back of the barn to
provide stable footings
Metal roof panels in the
for the lift. The large
process of being installed
main door by the ramp
has been secured and
a smaller access door installed to prevent the wind
from rushing through and a new sill fitted to replace
decayed wood. Missing siding has been repaired
and on the west side of the barn a door for the bird
banders has been installed. Wood sheeting has been
placed on the floor of the upper level from the west
door to the east door for reinforcement and safety.
Four jack posts have been installed in the lower level
to help support the new metal and wood used to

repair the roof.
Funding for this project was generously provided
by Ontario Power Generation, the Ontario Ministry of Transportation, and the Lower Grand River
Land Trust. Volunteer assistance was enthusiastically provided by Cayuga Secondary Co-op students
Mackenzie DeGelder and Nick Mallet; and Ruthven
volunteer Bob Donald and also to John Wickett.

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica)perched on a twig.

Barn swallow feeding hungry young.
Photo Wikimedia Commons.
This fall Ruthven Park welcomed back Cayuga
Secondary School student Mackenzie DeGelder, who
returned for a second cooperative education session.
This term he is joined by Cayuga Secondary Student
Nick Mallet. Both students have been active helping
with the Bird Banding Program and with natural
area stewardship.

Nick Mallet (left) and Mackenzie DeGelder (right), cooperative education students from Cayuga Secondary School
prepare to plant burr oak acorns in a restoration area.

Following roof repairs – a patchwork barn.
www.ruthvenpark.ca
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Banding Up-Date for the Northern Saw-whet Owls
By Nancy Furber, Bird Bander and Lower Grand River Land Trust Inc. Director
The 2012 Northern Saw-whet Owl (NSWO)
banding season was off to an early start with the
first owl banded on September 28th. Last year the
season started later, on October 10th, with the first
owl banded on October 16th. Therefore we had the
potential to surpass our season best from last year
(58 birds handled) and we weren’t disappointed!
It was an amazing, successful season!! A total of
100 birds were handled – 88 Northern Saw-whet
Owls and 2 Eastern Screech Owls were banded with
10 NSWO retraps (all of them were 2012 Ruthven
banded birds).

In conclusion, the Ruthven Park Banding Lab
had a momentous banding season. Many new firsts
included the increase of Northern Saw-whet owls
banded, the increase in the number of visitors (42),
and an increase in the number of volunteers. This
was a successful season of growth, with the opportunity to learn more and teach others about the life of
an owl. Thanks to the team members – Rick Ludkin,
Matt Timpf, Chris Harris, Christine Madliger, Rhiannon Leshyk, and James Furber. Thanks to the many
volunteers and visitors who came and made a difference. A special thank you to Irene and Bob Fotheringham, who came on numerous evenings which made
for a lot of fun. Irene took good care of us by bringing hazelnut coffee, hot chocolate, and her delicious
baked goods and Bob provided us with some great
photography and star gazing entertainment. Thanks
to both of you for everything!! We will continue this
program in the fall of 2013 and volunteers/visitors
are always welcome.

Eastern Screech Owl (left) and Northern Saw-whet owl
Using the same study area and method (see
RIVERSONG, Fall 2012. ‘Fall Migration of Northern
Saw-whet Owls’, pg 11/12) the nets were opened
on 20 nights between September 28th and November 11th. Owls were caught each evening except
for 2 when weather was a factor. The busiest night
was October 21/22 when a total of 20 owls were
caught and processed (19 banded and 1 retrap)!
During one net check seven owls were waiting to
be extracted and after seven and half hours, the last
net was closed and the final bird was banded. I was
exhausted, but exhilarated!
Of the 88 Northern Saw-whet Owls banded, 59%
were sexed as females, 10% were sexed as males, and
30% were unknown. For the age statistics, 84% were
aged as hatch year (HY), 6 % were aged as second
year (SY), 6% were aged after second year (ASY), and
2% were aged as third year (TY).
www.ruthvenpark.ca

Nancy’s made a friend - when released this owl turned
around and made itself comfortable on her shoulder.
Photo by B. Fotheringham

Awww...
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Why did the Turtle Cross the Road?
On October 27th there
was a small but enthusiastic turn out for the Why
did the Turtle Cross the
Road? – Helping Prehistoric Creatures Survive in
a Modern World hike
and talk.
A large snapping turtle crossDue to rain and
ing a rural road. Turtles frecold temperatures the
quently cross roads to move
event started with a
between feeding, nesting
slide show and a num- and overwintering habitats.
ber of video clips about Unfortunately, road side
turtles, their evolution
gravel is an attractive nesting
and life cycle. During
material for many species.
a break in the rain we
were able to get out for
a short hike to view turtle habitat along the Grand
River and an artificially created turtle nesting area
made of sand and gravel on an open south facing
slope.
Following the hike participants were treated to
a presentation with live turtles and snakes by Sciensational Sssnakes of Guelph. Guests were captivated
by examples of Ontario’s largest and smallest species of turtles. The largest species was represented
by a very active Snapping Turtle named Steve, who
would have been happy to have participated in the
hike. Snapping Turtles can grow up to 18 inches and
generally weigh between 4.5kg – 16kg (10 to 35 lbs).
Snapping turtles are listed as Special Concern in
Ontario partially due to their long lives, low reproductive success and high mortality rate, especially
along roadways.
The crowd was then charmed by Ontario’s
smallest turtle, a tiny Eastern Musk Turtle (also
called a Stinkpot). These small turtles rarely reach 5
inches (13cm) in size. Musk turtles are elusive and
rarely leave the water, even to bask. They are found
in slow-moving waters such as rivers, marshes
and ponds. Their name comes from the musky
odour they produce when handled or captured by
predators. Musk turtles are listed as Threatened in
Ontario. Their small size makes them especially vulnerable to predators such as racoons.
In addition to the turtles, a variety of native
snakes were presented including the Common Gartersnake (not at risk), and Milksnake (listed as special
concern in Ontario) as well as Canada’s largest snake,
the Gray Ratsnake which is considered endangered
in the Carolinian region of Ontario.
www.ruthvenpark.ca

Steps you can take to help Ontario’s turtles and
snakes include:
• protecting and enlarging existing natural
areas
• creating connections between natural areas
and wetlands
• naturalizing lawns and gardens
• slowing down on the roads between May
and October (to keep an eye out for crossing turtles
and basking snakes)
• reducing fertilizer use at home and work
(to improve water quality by preventing excessive
algae growth in water bodies and the resulting low
oxygen levels in summer and winter)
• reducing or discontinuing the use of potentially harmful herbicides and pesticides
• storing garbage securely (high racoon
populations are supported in part by food obtained
from improperly stored food waste and racoons are
significant predators of turtle and snake eggs and
young)

People of all ages enjoyed interacting with the different
snake species (from the left: Milksnake, Northern Watersnake, and Gray Ratsnake).
Assistance for this project was provided by the Government of Ontario

Are they real?
Students are fascinated by the
turtle and snake models funded
by an Ontario Power Generation
donation. These models were made
by Hockley Studios in Maynooth,
Ontario. We are very happy to
receive three snakes, three turtles
and one salamander These models have been invaluable for our
school programs. Nick Mallet, a
co-op student from Cayuga Secondary School, is seen here modeling our life-size Snapping Turtle.
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The Jubilee of Two Queens

Wine a Little...Trivia Fundraiser

Two enthusiastic and knowledgeable speakers,
Dr. Marty Wood and Nathan Tidridge presented
a talk on the Jubilees of Queen Victoria and Queen
Elizabeth II. Why? Ruthven’s Andrew Thompson,
then a Captain, represented the Haldimand Rifles at
the jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1897. Since then only
one other jubilee has been celebrated and that is our
present Queen.
Andrew left Canada in May and returned in June.
While away he wrote often to his wife, Violet, who
was at home with 3 year old Drew and baby Walter.
He described the great receptions he attended, the
excitement of the crowds waiting for the Queen to
arrive and the colourful uniforms on display.
The day of the big parade was June 22, Canada
was greatly honored by having Wilfrid Laurier in his
carriage behind the Queen. He came home as “Sir”.
On July 1st the parade went on for 10 miles from
beginning to end and Andrew writes there were
“about 10,000 (spectators) viewing us.”
Nathan, a recent recipient of a Queen’s Jubilee
Medal presented to him by Prince Charles, provided
the audience with an overview of traditions, symbolism and importance of our relationship within the
Commonwealth and about Queen Elizabeth II, the
first Monarch to be called the Queen of Canada.
His book Canada’s Constitutional Monarchy is currently in its second printing.
Did you know that to mark the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II as Queen of Canada, Her
Majesty’s Personal Standard was flown over each of
the provincial legislatures, as well as Parliament and
Rideau Hall on February 16th, 2012. (www.canadiancrown.ca)

Left to right: Sommelier Kellie MacMillan, Julia
Jamieson, Tracey-Mae Chambers, Bonnie Thompson
and Alicia Chiasson. Missing from photo: Dave MacMillan, Mark Chambers, Dale and Gloria Collier.
Another successful and lovely event was Wine
a Little Trivia. Once again we partnered with Edinburgh Square Heritage and Cultural Centre but
stepped the evening up a notch by introducing a
wine tasting. Sommelier, Kellie MacMillan, a member of Haldimand Museums Advisory Board, introduced the idea and we took her up on the offer. Wine
and food were provided between sets of trivia questions. We thank Kellie for co-ordinating the event,
preparing and organizing food; recruiting a group of
hard working volunteers and for providing the commentary on the superb choices of food coupled with
a complimentary wine.

Winning trivia team was The Corkscrews (l-r) Linda Barkovsky, Rose Marie Mueller, Veronica DeSchryver, Jill
Shea and Katrina Schmitz, David King.
Congratulations
www.ruthvenpark.ca

Speakers Nathan Tidridge, CAO Marilynn Havelka and
Dr. Marty Wood pose beside the Two Queens. Photo
courtesy of Alice Guthrie
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Mark on your Calendars!
CHRISTMAS
WITH TIA
MCGRAFF
December 2 ~ 2 pm
Tickets Adults $15,
Children $10 OR
Adults $18,
Children $12 at the
door. Enjoy an
afternoon at
Ruthven with international country artist Tia McGraff. Open seating.
Enjoy a Christmas mansion tour and refrehsments.

CHRISTMAS WITH THE THOMPSON’S
Weekends December 1st to December 16th ~ 12
noon - 4 pm (tours on the hour)
The mains rooms of Ruthven Mansion will be decorated for a unique Thompson family Christmas.
Enjoy a leisurely tour and make your own
decoration to take home.

CANDLELIGHT TOURS
December 13 & 14, 19 & 20 ~ 7pm
Adults $12, Seniors $10, Children $4. Pre-registration
required. The Thompson family will welcome you to
their home and share their Christmas experiences at
Ruthven. After the tour enjoy seasonal refreshments
and sing a carol or two!

SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS TEA
December 16 ~ 2pm
Adults $12, Seniors $10, Children $4.
Pre-registration required.
Celebrate the season by enjoying tea with a tasteful
sampling of Christmas savouries & sweets and hear
about Hogmanay! Mansion tour included.

Groups of 10 or more are welcome to book for an
intimate tour of the mansion during the
Christmas season, other than public hours.
Tea and scones served after the tour!

Heard an interesting bit of information the other day - a researcher in Peru confirmed that indeed - Hummingbirds do snore! I heard the tape, so sweet! Listen for yourself - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pj5huCuhD_Q
•

Thanks to our volunteers who have once again decorated the
mansion for the Christmas season: Lois Glenney, Nancy Vanderburg, Donna Tansley, Sheila Farraway and Pearl Buckle!

Mary (Termorshuizen) - we know you’ll be there to pack them away.

WE WISH YOU
A MERRY CHRISTMAS
&
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Please Note: Office is closed December 22nd - January 6th
www.ruthvenpark.ca
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We thank our members for
their continuing support of o u r
p r o g r a m s a n d conservation
intiatives.

LOOKING FOR A LAST MINUTE GIFT IDEA?
How about something from our gift
shop - books, decorations etc.
or
a membership to the Land Trust
which will last throughout the year!

If you are not a member JOIN
TODAY to support our efforts to
conserve our cultural and natural landscapes and heritage for
future generatons.
Visit www.ruthvenpark.ca for membership forms and a list of benefits!

Volunteer?

We have several projects on hand!
If you are interested, please give us a call at the Gate House.

905 - 772- 0560

LOWER GRAND RIVER LAND TRUST STAFF

LOWER GRAND RIVER
LAND TRUST INC.

Marilynn Havelka, CAO, Ruthven Park
Natalie Campbell, Education Coordinator
Sandra Turner, Stewardship Coordinator
Caitlin Cannon, Operations Coordinator
Bob Donald, Maintenance
The Lower Grand River Land Trust Inc.
c/o Ruthven Park National Historic Site
243 Haldimand Hwy #54, Box 610, Cayuga,
Ontario N0A 1E0 • 905.772.0560
email: info@ruthvenpark.ca
website: www.ruthvenpark.ca

Board of Directors
2012 - 2013
Executive Committee
Betsy Smith, President
Gail Collins, Vice President
Ron Gowland, Secretary
Rob Gerrie
Directors
Karen Walton
Janet de Vos
Nancy Furber
Lee Merritt
Walter Peace
Jim Smith
Philip Kuckyt
James Potter

THE LOWER GRAND RIVER
LAND TRUST INC.
The LGRLT is a non-government, non-profit, charitable, community based organization. The LGRLT
has a mandate to protect land for its natural, cultural
and agricultural values, as well as for education and
research in its jurisdiction.

Greg Potter, Treasurer
www.ruthvenpark.ca
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